
 
 

“In His grac e, God has  been sanct ifying each o f us according to Hi s perfect timing and topic.”    In an arti-
cle written 
for Chris-
tian Re-
newal, 
Kim Rid-
dlebarger 
remarked 
that for a 
number of 
years 
now, 

church leaders in Southern 
California, Chicago, and other 
regions have told the rest of 
the evangelical world that in 
order for churches to grow and 
recover their vitality, for de-
nominationalism to end and 
unity to begin, they need to be 
“more cognizant of contempo-
rary culture.” On the surface, 
churches implementing popular 
cultural forms such as video 
segments, power point presen-
tations, rock music, short topi-
cal sermons, and an overall 
energetic, fast-flowing style 
appear successful. Many of 
them have congregations num-
bering in the thousands, even 
tens of thousands, published 
pastors whose faces are recog-
nizable to the public from ap-
pearances on morning talk 
shows, and sprawling mall-like 
facilities. Yet, despite the 
growth of the self-proclaimed 
“seeker-sensitive 
megachurch,” the church has 
become irrelevant, begging the 
question that Os Guinness asks 
in his book Prophetic Untimeli-
ness: “How on earth have we 

Christians become so irrele-
vant when we have tried so 
hard to be relevant?” The an-
swer, suggests Ken Myers in 
All God’s Children and Blue 
Suede Shoes, is that the 
church, while critical of some 
of the content of popular cul-
ture, “has a virtually uncritical 
attitude toward the form of 
popular culture. In fact, the 
church has adopted those 
forms without much resis-
tance, in the alleged interest 
of promoting its message.” 

Throughout the centu-
ries, Christians have adopted 
a variety of stances towards 
culture. Some, most notably 
the reconstructionists, call for 
a radical transformation of 
the secular city into the King-
dom of God. Driven by the 
optimistic belief that Jesus 
intends to establish an earthly 
kingdom through the Church, 
these congregations are pas-
sionate about Christian activ-
ism in the power centers of 
American society: politics, 
media, and education. Dis-
content to be passive recipi-
ents and proponents of to-
day’s cultural norms, such 
churches hope to redefine 
culture by Biblical standards. 

Others, including most 
modern evangelicals, have 
abandoned culture to the 
secular city. Content to re-
main in small privatized oa-
ses, these congregations 
praise their religious liberty to 
assemble while at the same 
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time they lament the “good old 
days” when society had a moral 
foundation. Convinced that the 
corruption of culture is the inevita-
ble conclusion to human history, 
such churches pray for the immi-
nent return of Christ and hope that 
their liberties won’t be too greatly 
diminished in the interim. The 
irony is that these churches, ac-
cepting secularization, have lost 
their voice as the moral conscience 
of society. As Nancy Pearcey notes 
in Total Truth: “Today, believers 
are so intimidated that they bend 
over backwards not to sound too 
‘Christian.’” 

The Church’s role is to exist 
within culture; to be in the world, 
but not of the world. This was once 
possible where there persisted a 
distinction between high, folk, and 
popular cultures. Myers suggests 
that such a distinction has ceased 
to exist. As a result, the Church, in 
its pragmatism, has unwittingly 
adopted a “be of the world, not in 
the world” mentality, adopting 
popular culture and trying to sani-
tize it with “Jesus language.” In 
doing so, the church hastens the 
further demise of high culture. 

Myers defines high culture 
as having “its roots in antiquity, in 
an age of conviction about abso-
lutes, about truth, about virtue.” It 
is the product of activity pursued 
by mankind in an attempt to tran-
scend the contemporary and tran-
sitory. Preserving tradition and es-
tablishing norms, high culture pre-
sents objective standards which 
must be received or rejected. High 
art, writes Myers, “reveals some-
thing about human nature because 
it is forced to conform to created 
reality. It selects its materials ac-
cording to the demands of the Au-

thor of reality to be grasped.” 
The important point is that 

high culture provides the opportu-
nity to cultivate moral capacities 
through the encounter; it pro-
motes evaluation, it enlarges the 
observer and forces him to tran-
scend his own perspective. It is at 
this point that the Scriptures can 
direct the Church further. In Philip-
pians 4:8, Paul writes: “Finally, 
brethren, whatever things are true, 
whatever things are noble , what-
ever things are just, whatever 
things are pure, whatever things 
are lovely, whatever things are of 
good report, if there is any virtue 
and if there is anything praisewor-
thy — meditate on these things.” 
As Myers points out, “Paul does 
not qualify his statement to say 
that we should reflect on what we 
think is lovely, or whatever we feel 
is admirable. We are to give sus-
tained attention to whatever is ob-
jectively true and noble and right.” 
The Christian must be discerning 
as to what portions of high culture 
he will engage, but the point is 
that high culture, by attesting to 
objective standards, provides a 
medium for Biblical reflection. 

In contrast, popular culture 
provides no such medium. Popular 
culture encourages a society, sev-
ered from tradition and meaning, 
to use the tools and fast-paced na-
ture of modernity to experience a 
false significance. It is a frenetic 
search for the novel in the hope 
that a new thing will be better than 
the old one. Since the new is the 
popular, hence the name “popular 
culture.” By elevating man’s activ-
ity as the new norm, popular cul-
ture co-opts classical liberalism 
and champions the moral auton-
omy of the self, thus promoting 
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individualism. Paradoxically, be-
cause the good is the popular, it 
also promotes conformity. 
 The danger is that popular 
culture, unlike high culture, does 
not uphold objective standards. 
Instead, it standardizes the fad of 
the moment. But man was created 
in the image of God. He is a per-
sonal being, thus he has a need for 
the personal. He was created with 
a conscience that affirms the exis-
tence of absolute standards, thus 
he has a need for the objective. 
Popular culture provides neither. 
Myers writes: “Popular culture 
makes up for its impersonality by 
emphasizing the personality of the 
performers rather than the per-
sonal capacities of their work. The 
individual buried in the mass audi-
ence can relate himself to the indi-
vidual in the artist.…The artist is 
thus charismatic and his works be-
come the expression of this cha-
risma rather than, as in the past, 
objective creations.” 
 Sadly, the audience knows 
that pop culture artists are less 
than sincere. In fact, the artists 
themselves merely follow the para-
digm of what is currently in vogue. 
The same actress who appears in a 
political sitcom now, will be in a 
reality show the next season. The 
same musician, who five years ago 
emphasized vocal harmony, is now 
incorporating rap in his albums. 
With every paradigm shift, the 
host of artists, actors, singers, 
writers and other cultural artificers 
move to a new rhythm, command-
ing an initial surge of interest, but 
quickly ebbing back into sentimen-
tality and emptiness while they 
await the next tide of change to 
sweep across the cultural land-
scape. 

 As the Church employs these 
same forms to be relevant, it, too, 
lapses into empty sentiment. Tradi-
tional church architecture is replaced 
by theater stages. The wooden pul-
pit becomes plexiglass. The sublime 
lighting on the cross gives way to 
shimmering stage lights for the wor-
ship band. Entertainment, drama 
and skits replace preaching and lit-
urgy. Projector screens complete 
with the latest high-tech multimedia 
eliminate the sign-board with Sun-
day's hymn numbers. Church pews, 
or even chairs, are sold to purchase 
stadium seating. The transformation 
is dramatic, and all of it in the name 
of evangelism, of course. But the 
end result is what Riddlebarger calls 
“the church of the lowest common 
denominator” - a church poised for 
entertainment, yet hopelessly irrele-
vant. 

Since the church service is 
designed to entertain the “seeker” 
and make him feel comfortable, the 
sermon is about problems faced in 
culture life.  The music sounds just 
like the music on the local radio sta-
tion; cutting edge rock ’n’ roll. Myers 
comments that rock music, in paral-
lel with Romanticism, appeals “to 
instinct and irrationality, and its 
celebration of youth.” No wonder 
that the primary demographic for 
these churches is young, affluent 
Americans.  Just as with popular 
secular culture, popular church cul-
ture lacks personality and meaning. 
The God of the pop culture Church is 
the God of felt needs, the God of 
pleasant experiences, the God of 
relativism and the individual. 

In the conclusion to his book, 
Myers makes a profound observa-
tion: “Our God is too small because 
our culture is too small. Popular cul-
ture’s forms are not capable of sus-
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taining the Christian conviction of 
a holy, judging God who de-
mands repentance and promises 
the joy of obedience.” It is not 
surprising that one so rarely 
hears today about sermons on 
topics such as wrath, holiness, 
and judgment. Instead, the cur-
rent trend is to create what 
someone has called "McChurch" - 
an attempt to create tasty ser-
mons that are laden with the fat 
of popular psychology and little 
of the protein of the Word. Sin 
becomes an "addiction" or a "lack 
of faith". The Fall as an event is 
replaced with one's "victim" 
status; salvation is directly re-
lated to mental health, peace of 
mind, and self-esteem. Personal 
happiness and self-fulfillment are 
center-stage rather than God's 
holiness and mercy, justice and 
love, glory and compassion. 

God’s form of cultural 
transformation and expression is 
the Gospel as it is worked out in 
the myriad decisions and activi-
ties of Christian life. In Galatians 
5:11, Paul considers the Gospel 
of the Cross a scandal and a 
stumbling block. He writes: “And 
I, brethren, if I still preach cir-
cumcision, why do I still suffer 
persecution? Then the offense of 
the cross has ceased.” If Paul 
had followed the paradigm of the 
“super apostles” he would have 
been a far more popular 
preacher. The cross meant the 
end of circumcision, and to 
preach the cross (a very unpopu-
lar prospect) invited persecution. 
So why not remove the offense? 
Why not remove the foolishness 
of the Gospel and instead bolster 
people’s self-esteem? After all, 
multitudes are streaming to 

churches that proclaim a diluted 
gospel. 

The answer is found in Ro-
mans 1:16: “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God to sal-
vation for everyone who be-
lieves.” Better than entertain-
ment, better than self-esteem, is 
life everlasting. The risk of using 
popular culture within the church 
is that popular culture contains 
nothing in it to offend the lost. As 
Riddlebarger says, “It neither 
disturbs a lost sinner's peace, nor 
does it alarm in the slightest his 
slumbering conscience. He can 
sit there in perfect tranquility 
never once being confronted with 
the reality of his own perilous 
condition nor with the character 
of the great God of heaven and 
earth with Whom he must deal.” 
 Today’s churches must 
stop using the forms of popular 
culture, forms which foster su-
perficiality and relativism. In-
stead, they must re-elevate the 
high culture of the church – re-
storing its traditions, its confes-
sions, its objective standards, its 
central focus upon God. A. W. 
Tozer once said: "The most re-
vealing thing about the Church is 
her idea of God, just as her most 
significant message is what she 
says about Him or leaves unsaid, 
for her silence is often more elo-
quent than her speech." 
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On January 7th, CVERC “officially” or-
dained it’s first deacon, Mr. Eric 
Davis.  Although official in declaration 
and intent, anyone that has been 
around CVERC for any amount of time 
(say the past three years or so!) will 
know that Mr. Davis has been faithfully 
serving this role “without papers.”  It 
was at a recent session meeting that 
the elders realized they had not offi-
cially recognized his ordination before 
the church.  So, in the presence of the 
saints at CVERC, Mr. Davis was given 
vows and welcomed with the right hand 
of fellowship to the office of deacon at 
CVERC. 
 
Currently, he serves not only as “the 
deacon” at CVERC, but he is chairman 
of the deacon candidates.  Many of us 
know that Eric (and the rest of his fam-
ily) can be found arriving early to set 
up the church and are often the last 
family to walk out the doors in the af-
ternoon.  But he along with the elders, 
maintain the deacon fund, arrange for 
many of the practical needs of the con-
gregation and can often be found orga-
nizing and arranging the 
church.  Therefore it is with great joy 
that we announce that help has ar-
rived.  We look forward with great an-
ticipation to the addition of two new 
deacons, Mr. Chris Howard and Mr. 
Scott Van Artsdalen, in the very near 
future.   
 
— Andrew Fletcher 

Deacon Eric Davis is Ordained 
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For the past two 
years, CVERC 
has supported 
Westminster Bi-
ble Mission 
(WBM) prayer-
fully and finan-
cially.  Our sup-
port was directed 
to mission work 
in the country of 
Hungary and 

other nearby Eastern European block 
countries.  Our primary contact for the 
Hungary mission has been Bob Rapp 
who lives in Pennsylvania and had been 
with WBM for over 30 years.  Bob has 
recently decided to leave WBM because 
of some financial accountability issues 
with their mission work in the country 
of Pakistan.  Apparently, the overall 
leadership at WBM was unwilling to ad-
dress the problems within that specific 
ministry.  A group of folks has left 
WBM, led by Bob Rapp and applied for 
status as a non-profit in Pennsylvania.  
The Hungary mission work has now 
been assimilated into the new agency, 
Westminster Biblical World Mission 
(WBWM). 
 
As its predecessor, WBWM and its staff 
focus a large part of its work on evan-
gelism; however an even greater em-
phasis is placed on discipling those who 
already profess Christ.  WBWM is the 
only Reformed witness in that region 
that can truly be called a church.  A 
new congregation has been established 
in Vorosbereny, Hungary while their 
church plant in Romania is working 
hard to grow home schooling within 
that country and advance the philoso-
phy of courtship amongst the youth.  
Additionally, WBWM sponsors a quar-
terly magazine in the region called “The 

 

Missions Update          Eric Kjeldgaard 

Narrow Way” and they have translated 
many Reformed books into the local 
languages. 
 
Please pray for WBWM’s ongoing fi-
nancial needs for the church planters, 
publications, the church under con-
struction in Romania, the home school 
organization and the large number of 
camps and conferences during the 
year.  Additional financial gifts can be 
sent directly to WBWM, PO Box 200, 
Carbondale, PA 18407 designating 
your gift for “Hungary.” 
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The Deacon’s Seat        Eric Davis 

The church was 
able to hand out 
5 food baskets 
over the thanks-
giving holiday 
and 1 over the 
Christmas holi-
day.  We also 
handed out a 
few gas cards to 
different families 

to help them keep gas in the car. 
   
I want to also include a “rest of the 
story” to you as a church family.  As 
you know we as a church get many 
requests for help and most are 
questionable, but this story is differ-
ent.  We had a family ask for prayer 
and support for a family member 
who was in prison.  They were hop-
ing this time would be different 
when he got out.  I prayed and en-
couraged.  When he got out he had 
the usual problems finding work and 
housing but a great little church in a 
near by town took them in and put 
him in an accountability group.  He 
said things were different and had 
many questions.  I said if you are 
willing to work then I can help.  I 
was able to put him to work on 
small odd jobs and set up a fund for 
him so he would be able to pay for a 
rent down payment when the time 
came.  I know there were many 
times that he wanted to give up but 
God was working on him.  He had 
many questions and wanted answers 
to basic questions.  I was able to 
spend time encouraging him to read 
his Bible and to trust in God and His 

word.  God rewarded his heart 
change and soon he was offered a 
new job and an inexpensive apart-
ment all in the same week.  We as a 
church body were able to help with 
the first month rent and deposit.  I 
am happy to report that after 8 
months he is still clean and still work-
ing hard to lead his family.   
  
 I received a call about a month 
ago thanking me for being the hands 
and feet of Christ to him and I just 
saw him in person last week.  He has 
a long road to hoe but with God eve-
rything is possible.  I am reminded of 
the verse that says if a man is not 
willing to work then neither shall he 
eat.  In this case the opposite was 
true. 
 
 We as a church body have also 
helped in other ways that are not 
monetary, like spending time praying 
with family members in the hospital, 
helping with work chores, taking 
meals to the sick.  I would like to en-
courage all of you as the greater 
body of Christ to find ways you can 
be the hands, feet, eyes, and arms of 
Christ.  As 1 Corinthians 12 reminds 
us, we are all one body but many 
parts and none are more important 
then the other.  We are all needed.  I 
challenge each of you to find you 
niche gift and use it to the Glory of 
God. 

 



If you have any news, articles of interest, or 

pictures you would like included in our news-

letter, please send them to Scott VanArtsda-

len who can be reached via email at  
         svanarts@yahoo.com 

From the editor... 

Page 8 THE REFORMED LIFE 

News and Announcements 

Worship—Every Lord’s Day at 10am 
 
Disciplemakers—Immediately following worship 
 
Guardians—First Tuesday of every month, locations to be announced 
 
Men’s Book Study—Thursday mornings at 6:30am, Jenny’s in Ceres 
 
Elocution Club—Friday May 4th at 7:00pm at the Beech home. 
 
Bonfire at Hectors— April 27th & 28th 
 
The Kjeldgaard family has been planning something special for the past few 
months.  Spurred on by the challenge of James 1:27 and Christ’s ministry to the poor 
and needy; our family decided to host an annual fundraiser to support organizations 
serving these underserved people groups.  So after a few family conversations we 
created the 1st Annual Riverbend Ranch Charity Carnival.  Each year we will raise sup-
port for a different ministry or organization but given our excitement over and love 
for Gaby and Joe Davis and Naomi Breese (of the famous Breese family from Idaho) 
we chose their former orphanage run by Acres of Hope to support this, our first 
year!  The Carnival will be at our home on Saturday, June 23rd from 10am to 
3pm.  We will have many game and craft booths, pony rides, food and a raffle with 
stupendous prizes.  Our goal is to raise $4,000 which combined with the $4,000 our 
family has already raised will pay for an overseas shipping container to take much 
needed supplies in a safe manner to the Liberian orphanage.  We’re also very excited 
that the Davis family will be hosting a Liberia booth at the carnival sharing informa-
tion about Acres of Hope and Mr. Davis’ trip to the only African country started by 
freed American slaves.  Please join us for an afternoon of good old fashion family 
fun!  If you’d like more information, please ask any Kjeldgaard as they’re all on the 
Planning Committee!  In fact, we’ve actually given our children assignments to ask 
some of you for donations or your help on that day; so please don’t be shocked if a 
certain seven year old asks for your commitment or participation during the Carnival 
– he’ll need to report back at the next Planning Committee meeting.  

Soli Deo Gloria!  Eric Kjeldgaard 
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For further information 
about our church or to 
become a member, 
please contact one of 
our elders: 
 
Andy Fletcher   
209-613-9400 
 
Eric Kjeldgaard 
209-604-1386 
 
Steve Walker 
209-401-6710 
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